
Subawards/Subrecipients
A subaward is an award provided by a
pass-through entity to a subrecipient for
the subrecipient to carry out part of an
award received by the pass-through
entity.

A subrecipient is a non-Federal entity
that receives a subaward from a pass-
through entity to carry out part of a
program, but does not include an
individual that is a beneficiary of the
program.



Subrecipient Contractor

Determines who is eligible to receive federal
assistance 

Provides goods and services within normal
business operations

Has its performance measured in relation to whether
objectives of a program were met

Provides similar goods and services to many
different purchasers

Has responsibility for programmatic decision making
Normally operates in a competitive

environment

Uses the funds to carry out a program for a public
purpose specified in authorizing statute

Provides goods or services that are ancillary
to the operation of the program

Subrecipient vs. Contractor



Uniform Guidance 200.331 requires a risk analysis for all subawardees.

A risk assessment should be performed at a minimum of annually if the
agreement will be more than one year. May be required more often if

there is an increase in the budget because of carryover or other
increase of 25% or more.

Needed for a risk assessment: Completed risk assessment form, completed
subrecipient questionnaire, audit documents, and SAM.Gov active

registration.

Information on the LSU Health Sciences Center Monitoring Policy can
be found here:

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/administration/accounting/sp_subrecipient_m
onitoring.aspx

Things to Keep in Mind 

Monitoring

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/administration/accounting/sp_subrecipient_monitoring.aspx


Risk Assessment
Example of the blank risk

assessment form;
PI/Department completes the

top and lines 1-7; Remainder will
be completed by Sponsored

Projects

The form will be sent back to you
signed with the level of risk

assessed. The completed risk
assessment should be uploaded

into the Contracts Database along
with all other requested documents

to execute the subwaward.



Level Requirements

Low Risk
Low risk of audit; Sponsored Projects reserves the right to

request an annual desk audit 

Medium Risk
Could be rated medium if there has never been a collaboration

between LSUHSC and the subrecipient; Sponsored Projects
reserves the right to request an annual desk audit

High Risk
Sponsored Projects requires full documentation on each invoice

submitted as well as completed Certificate of Subrecipient

Levels of Risk



Desk Audit

Requirements for a Desk Audit:
Completed desk audit form (example included here)1.

Fully approved invoice being audited2.
Ledgers and/or backup to support the invoice

expenditures
3.

Fully approved Certificate of Sub-Recipient form (to be
completed and signed by the subrecipient

4.
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