
February 3, 2026

LSU Pediatrics
﻿Tuesday Tidbits

Welcome to the Department of Pediatrics' weekly email blast designed to
deliver important department information straight to your inbox.

Visit our website

LSU Pediatrics Announcements

Welcome Dr. Michelle Sykes

The LSU Department of Pediatrics welcomes Dr. Michelle Sykes as Associate
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics in the LSU Division of Pediatric Cardiology. Dr.
Sykes will also serve as Medical Director of Manning Family Children’s
Pulmonary Hypertension Center which she will help build and implement.
 
Dr. Sykes earned her medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia and
a Ph.D. in Bioengineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology, followed by
residency training in Pediatrics at UT Southwestern in Dallas. She completed
Pediatric Cardiology fellowship at Harvard Medical School / Boston Children’s
Hospital and an Advanced Fellowship in Pediatric Pulmonary Hypertension at
Stanford University.

https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/pediatrics/


 
Dr. Sykes served as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Medical Director of
the Pediatric Pulmonary Hypertension Service at the University of Kentucky
where she established and developed a comprehensive, multidisciplinary
clinical and academic program. She has co-authored over 14 peer-reviewed
publications, including in The Lancet Digital Health, JAMA Network
Open, Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, and Pulmonary Circulation. Her
contributions to NIH-funded multicenter studies such as the MUSIC and
CHARMS trials have directly shaped our understanding of pediatric
inflammatory syndromes and post-COVID cardiovascular outcomes.
 
Dr. Sykes brings a strong commitment to clinical innovation, scholarship,
education, and service to the department. Welcome to LSU Pediatrics, Dr.
Sykes!

LSUHSC Protégés

Dr's Shannon Palombo, Amy Prudhomme, Amanda Messer, and Leslie Reilly
hosted a dinner for the proteges program for all students interested in
pediatrics. 

"LSUHSC Protégés is a volunteer program comprised of LSUHSC faculty,
staff, and residents who have taken an interest in making themselves available
to students for professional and personal mentoring. LSUHSC Mentors aims to
enrich and individualize students’ experiences at LSU School of Medicine.

Faculty, Volunteer! -SSPR Practice Session



How often have you received detailed constructive feedback on your
presentations? Take part in providing this valued experience to our trainees!
Please consider volunteering 1 hour of your time on the afternoon of Monday
Feb 23 to provide feedback for trainees preparing SSPR presentations. Email
Julie Gallois jgall3@lsuhsc.edu or Luke Wall lwall@lsuhsc.edu to sign up. Your
contribution is much appreciated!

Interested in Promotion?
Deadline Approaching!

 

Faculty Affairs Associate Dean Dr. Stephanie Taylor announced recently that
CVs for faculty planning to apply for promotion will be due for review in the
dean’s office on April 1, 2026. Therefore, the process for faculty interested in
academic promotion for the upcoming cycle (effective July 2027) is now
underway, a few months earlier than usual. All faculty who intend to seek
promotion this cycle must declare their intent.  Please inform Dr. Brian
Barkemeyer, Pediatric Promotions Committee Chair, at bbarke@lsuhsc.edu of
your interest/ intentions by February 2, 2026. Please expect to meet with Dr.
Barkemeyer around this time frame to further discuss your candidacy.  

All faculty interested in promotion should be familiar with the most updated
promotion information available on the LSUHSC School of Medicine faculty
affairs website at:
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/faculty_affairs/promotions_and_tenure.aspx

Quoting from these guidelines, "Typically, it takes 5 – 6 years for faculty to
accrue the academic qualifications necessary for promotion to the rank of
Associate Professor. LSU System Bylaws also specify that faculty should hold
the rank of Associate Professor for a minimum of five years to be eligible for
promotion to the rank of Professor. Typically, it takes 7–8 years for faculty to
accrue the academic qualifications necessary for promotion from Associate to
the rank of Professor."  As this upcoming promotion cycle becomes effective in
July 2027, new faculty hired at the Assistant Professor level by July 2022 or
earlier may be considered for promotion. 

Latinos In Medicine

We are excited to announce the formation of our new Latinos in Medicine
Committee, an initiative created to support, uplift, and advocate for Latino
physicians and trainees within our institution. Our first meeting will be held
Wednesday February 4th at Taqueria Corona at 5pm.

mailto:bbarke@lsuhsc.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flkoehg6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001AkKttQFcU-Sc7z1vRY15veD_UlQ67yTK5UAa5cOGbxeOaVYxdEpjsv5s7CRebBU5QKBBQ3wbD4hWOZZxeX3SkM-QCgbIxpTRSisN1sCz-ZhbfX6Fpb0wZEoHZ64FZSZ9HEh8HMW3w-6muLKxHr-Dj_XwhdKrLmHPTZiaxf9qmSkI7GROqv1ZyxFRiczByvM1KLWba0vVhzlzf77JuwIxzNJ7vMfmKsi8%26c%3DjwFGFoVJAg6YUpk9wUeaxwCq5yBUZ2hsfdRS2ZQ4E8Aeei9arKPh1Q%3D%3D%26ch%3DhDB5zmZnQlHtog1gnM4XWkKH9h4w2z54x7V6JV2aoBpnnOxrHow07w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckslumb%40lsuhsc.edu%7C6bc4c6c01081434671c608de3e80de51%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639016920383863275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T0lzpskIM9nmeCD6CsvZUJp5cVJzmPJIos3PmwipNJM%3D&reserved=0


Call for Proposals: Pediatrics from the Parishes 2026

The Louisiana AAP Invites you to submit a proposal for the 2026 Pediatrics
from the Parishes conference! The submission form has all of the details to
guide you in planning your session. 

Submit your Proposal

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feot.laaap.org%2Ff%2Fa%2FzD04FKFVJAUNIcpiaKpt-g~~%2FAAAHURA~%2F1E_LJYyBsyLNmqpBcP5iSBLrmuEGXe_RJbEfknSSoU4lmebaK2zvKH8X9fyTa2PEKj_RAOZ6PiVT8OaZMQC_uFDMAELzQnMgcX1rfjKuQ7k9AxPtGqkqz7b9LHK0wJRUVXSJ_6tG4-qRo4nQfH2g9uCIsOhLfw_w8kxZD5jcCb8RHBrF7Jal87aCCehz8vrEyIt-vcb0V-JEQ2yyxJZ9Nyk1AT0goNGoxtCEPKOTFwj5r0cM8SS-g9AwK4lLSJeylIC--11ok2DT4m_Wv2NKXRedz4T6dGG0U0CVHwCC0ZbWrWfmoJ4mgjiOsqxIMGwp1Q6qTMbRQVHOBXR1vWwEy8avzLXJBGwyiqLK_D7bpOc~&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7Ca42871ba56af4f6a9ae808de52e3efb9%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639039336093988368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PAXKB4%2FX677lytXRvYspTId1b4olw0yx6JRIamlPteg%3D&reserved=0


This year, all regular sessions will be 30 minutes and there is a limit of no more
than two speakers for each session.

Proposals are due in about one month on Monday, February 9 by 5:00 PM
Central Time. 

Notifications are expected to go out the first week of May. 

Please share this call for proposals with your network! Having many high-
quality proposals helps us make the best conference line up possible.

Email at CME@laaap.org with questions.

Pediatric Research Day - Call for Abstracts
Due February 26th
Submit Abstracts Here

mailto:CME@laaap.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.oxfordabstracts.com%2Fstages%2F80710%2Fsubmissions%2Fnew%3Fbehalf%3Dfalse%26fromDashboard%3Dfalse%26preview%3Dfalse%26testSubmission%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C04011f5918d94012998408de5dbcaea3%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639051262118859411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2F990Lx8RzxgHTm7RsDT2k8D3%2BqGvjBQIty8XhhjFqU%3D&reserved=0


 Call for Faculty Submissions: Pediatric Research Day
2025 Oral Presentations

Faculty are invited to submit proposals for oral presentations of recently
published pediatric research at Research Day 2026 the morning of May 15,
2026. Exact presentation times and durations will be determined based on the
number of submissions and interest.

Why Present?
Inform the Community about the impact of your pediatric research.
Teach Others about valuable resources and methodologies.
Showcase Opportunities for collaboration or further research.
Gain Recognition for your contributions to the field of pediatric
research.



Submit your proposal by February 26, 2026 using this link. Be sure to
select Faculty Presentation as the presentation method.

Review and Submit Publications for Pediatric Research
Webpage

We are currently in the process of updating the Pediatric Research webpage to
better highlight and recognize the research conducted within our department.
As part of this effort, we want to ensure that the list of publications featured on
the webpage is complete and up to date.
We kindly ask that you take a few moments to review the current publications
listed on the webpage and notify us of any publications that may be missing or
not yet included. At this time, we are only seeking to add publications from the
last five years. Your contributions are essential to ensuring accurate
representation and recognition of our department’s scholarly work. To allow us
to finalize this update in a timely manner, we ask that any additions or
corrections be submitted by February 11th.

You may view the current publications page here:
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/pediatrics/selected_publications.aspx
If you would like to submit publications for inclusion on the webpage or if you
have any questions, please feel free to contact us by email at
ashala@lsuhsc.edu or dwil77@lsuhsc.edu. We are happy to assist.
Thank you very much for your time and support.

Get Involved in Pediatric Research Day
May 15, 2026

Dear Faculty,

We are excited to announce that Pediatric Research Day will be held on
Friday, May 15, 2026. Last year’s event was a big success, and we are looking
forward to continued growth this year. There are many ways to contribute, and
we would love to have your participation! Please review this form and let us
know how you would like to get involved. If you have any questions, feel free to
reach out to Julie Gallois at Jgall3@lsuhsc.edu or Tamara Bradford at
tbra11@lsuhsc.edu. Thank you in advance for helping us showcase the
incredible research happening at our own institution!

You’re invited to take a creative, on-brand headshot 

Why take a branded headshot? Our culture is rooted in our people–it’s
personal, it’s fun, and it’s unique. We use these photos for features and
provider profiles on our website. 

What to wear? Business-casual attire preferred. Come camera ready!

For immediate headshot needs, questions or additional information, please
contact Amelia Hatheway at Amelia.Hatheway@lcmchealth.org or Corinne

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.oxfordabstracts.com%2Fstages%2F80710%2Fsubmissions%2Fnew%3Fbehalf%3Dfalse%26fromDashboard%3Dfalse%26preview%3Dfalse%26testSubmission%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C04011f5918d94012998408de5dbcaea3%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639051262118859411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2F990Lx8RzxgHTm7RsDT2k8D3%2BqGvjBQIty8XhhjFqU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F9N34J1qk8M&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cc276caa0abef41fedd5a08de5db1871f%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639051214278166464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xH65VM5hBSepmSLoQBU1d0kB3gQKH%2B8C8d8eSRl2TXo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/pediatrics/selected_publications.aspx
https://forms.office.com/r/9VXp7zfY7b
mailto:Amelia.Hatheway@lcmchealth.org


Stephens at corinne.stephens@lcmchealth.org. 

Manning Family Children's Wednesday, February 25
Worley Hall

7:30-10:30 am
Sign-Up

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT
New video monthly

For questions or comments regarding Faculty Development,
﻿please contact Amy Creel.

February Video:

Let's focus on making our bedside rounds more educational. This short
video (2 minute 4 seconds) highlights ways we can make bedside rounds
more effective for teaching. Improve your teaching toolbox in less time than a
commercial break.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiqB-eQcbT8

 

Manning Family Children's Announcements

Grand Rounds

mailto:corinne.stephens@lcmchealth.org
https://calendly.com/lcmchealth/mfc-headshot-photos-wed-feb-25?month=2026-02
https://calendly.com/lcmchealth/mfc-headshot-photos-wed-feb-25?month=2026-02
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiiqB-eQcbT8&data=05%7C02%7Capat30%40lsuhsc.edu%7C23cf959e522f48e041c508de5e7a0c3a%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C639052075464628280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vPYNUww4f70y0LFBGFvN1Zcm9VH%2FJy3JhW9MZ8TulqA%3D&reserved=0


We have a new management system for CE Credits

Registration is required for Pediatric Grand Rounds. You may register for
Grand Rounds up until 5pm of the day of the activity – this is to allow you time
to register and evaluate after the session if participating virtually. Use this link
to access the CE Center and bookmark it for easy access. The link is also
available on the flyer.
At the end of the session, you will have to login to the CE Center to claim your
credit. A QR code/link will be provided at the end of each Grand Rounds to
help with this.
For the instruction guide click here. This will help walk you through creating an
account and registering for a session.  

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/b49327c4701/718d2e9f-4836-4287-89ed-b9334aabea13.pdf
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Travel/Reimbursement Corner

Required Documentation for Direct Payment (DP)
Reimbursement Requests

When requesting a reimbursement the following documentation must be
included:

1. Documentation of the purchase, such as:
Itemized receipts OR

Detailed email or website receipts
AND

1. Proof of payment, which may include (but is not limited to):
A credit card statement

A receipt showing the last four digits of the credit card successfully
charged

Common Allowable Items
Professional organization dues
Local conference registration fees
Periodical subscription renewals
Books or copyrighted materials
Employee license fees
Supplies

If you have any questions about whether an item meets the criteria for
reimbursement, please contact me at tforr2@lsuhsc.edu.

 

Department Wellness

CHNOLA's childcare center open for children of providers/staff working at
Children’s Hospital (flyer)

LSU Pediatrics Wellness Resources (information)

 

Other Announcements
Latest Edition of The Pulse (link)

Resident Education
Resident Participation in Research (information) - complete a shared
spreadsheet with a brief description of the project you are looking for
collaboration or assistance with.

Department Biostatistician
Department Biostatistician, Dr. Zhide Fang, is available to provide
biostatistical support to faculty, fellows, and residents. Please see below
for revised scheduling procedures:

1. Email Zhide Fang at zfang@lsuhsc.edu
2. Provide brief explanation of the service you need and, if applicable, times

you are able to meet
3. Dr. Fang may request additional information depending on the nature of

your request

mailto:tforr2@lsuhsc.edu
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4. Asking simple, direct questions through email is welcome at any time, but
appointments are preferred

Administrative Reminders
Importance of Time Certification (information) - learn more about why we
certify time each month!

Use of Non-LSUHSC Email (information)

Download the Department Composites for the 2025-2026 academic year!
(Resident, Fellow, Faculty, and Admin Staff).

The Tulane Resident Composite for the 2025-2026 school year is
available here.

LSU travel policy and procedures (information)

Department Poster Printing
 At least 3 business days before a poster is needed in hand, send the
following to Ashley Pate, apat30@lsuhsc.edu:
 

1. PowerPoint file
2. Size you would like the poster to be printed
3. Day you need the poster printed by
4. Is a travel tube needed?

The poster author will be copied on all correspondence with the LSU
Printing and Graphics Dept. Once Ashley sends the PowerPoint file to
the printer, the office will respond (usually quickly) and ask for the
author’s approval of the PDF proof. Please be on the lookout for an
email; the author must approve before the Graphics Dept can print.
Ashley will send you an email once the poster has been delivered to her
office.

Download the new Clinical Handbook and Pediatric Clerkship Objectives
for Faculty, Residents, and Fellows.

Grant Support is available through an LSU/Hanover collaboration - more
information is available here.

LSUHSC Library Research Resources
EQUIP project proposal form

 

Department Anniversaries

﻿Share Your News!

The department wants to highlight your success! Please
send any news to include in Tuesday Tidbits to Ashley
Pate.

Submit information to the next Tuesday Tidbits
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﻿Looking for old newsletters?
﻿View the Tuesday Tidbits archive on the department's website. (link)

Department of Pediatrics| LSUHSC
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