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From Left: De’Angellica Vaughn-Allen, Victoria Burke, Christopher Hayden, and Maren Bell-Do 

 

Graduation Celebration 2026 — The 

LSU ID Section celebrated the graduation of Maren 

Bell-Do, Christopher Hayden, and De’Angellica 

Vaughn-Allen at Ralph’s on the Park on June 23, 2026. 

 

 

 

 
(see Graduation Celebra-

tion page 2) 
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Graduation Celebration 2026 (continued from page 1) 

 
Maren Bell-Do—After Graduation, 

Maren will be staying in the New Orleans 

area as a general Infectious Diseases phy-

sician at Ochsner (primarily at Main Cam-

pus on Jefferson Highway and in Kenner). 

She will be doing some independent prac-

tice in general ID clinics as well as inpa-

tient consults. She will also be involved in 

teaching medical trainees as they rotate at 

Main Campus. Maren reflected on her time 

here at LSU— “I will miss my LSU family 

who have been supportive throughout my 

medical training and personal life changes 

(like having a baby in the middle of fellow-

ship!). I am very grateful that I will still be 

close by and able to touch base with the 

amazing team here regularly.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maren and 

family at 

graduation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(See Graduation Celebration page 3) 
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Graduation Celebration 2026 (continued from page 2) 

Christopher Hayden—
will be working in Infec-

tious Diseases at Ochsner 

Slidell where he will be 

providing inpatient and 

outpatient care in both gen-

eral ID and HIV. He will al-

so be working in the Emer-

gency Department at Uni-

versity Medical Cen- 

ter. Hayden states:“I will 

always be incredibly grate-

ful for my time at LSU. The 

training is truly top notch 

and the training staff are 

even better! Thanks for 

everything and I look for-

ward to continuing to work 

with some of the best in the 

business.“ 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris and 

family at 

graduation 

 

 

 

 

 
(See Graduation Celebration page 4) 
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Graduation Celebration 2026 (continued from page 3) 

 

 

 

 

De’Angellica Vaughn-

Allen— Will be joining Opel-

ousas General Hospital in Opel-

ousas, Louisiana. She will be 

providing inpatient ID consult 

service as well as outpatient HIV 

primary care and General ID fol-

low up. Vaughn-Allen remarked: 

“Thank you to all the faculty and 

clinic staff for being apart of this 

chapter in my story. I will truly 

miss my LSU ID family, but I know 

that ya’ll are only a car ride 

away!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

De’An and 

family at 

graduation 

 

 

 

 

 
(See Graduation Celebration page 5) 
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Graduation Celebration 2026 (continued from page 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSU ID Section said 

good-bye to Meredith 

Clement, who had joined 

the LSU ID Faculty in 2018. 

She will be missed here at 

LSU. She is taking a position 

at the University of Colorado. 

We wish her well in her fu-

ture endeavors. 

 
(See Graduation Celebration page 6) 
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Graduation Celebration 2026 (continued from page 5) 

This event was also a welcoming celebration 
for the incoming ID Fellows for the 2026—2027 academic year. From 

left: Asad Ullah, Thuy-Mai Nguyen (Brian Mackel’s wife), Brian 

Mackel, also pictured—Michelle Blyth, Robbie Morgan, Victoria 

Burke, Colton Creel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Maffei was presented with a plaque 
commemorating 30 years of service to LSU 
Health New Orleans. Julio Figueroa had al-
so received that recognition as well at the 
Chancellor’s Luncheon held previously. 
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LSU Infectious Diseases Faculty Spotlight 
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The LSU Infectious Diseases staff including Dr. Lauren Richey, Dr. Paula 
Seal, and Dr. Tat Yau and recently graduated fellow Dr. John Phillips presented 

a total of nine oral abstract presentations at the us Fast-Track Cities 2025 Sum-
mit. Participants are from more than 50 cities and counties in the Fast-Track. 
Cities network and other priority Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) initiative juris-
dictions. 

Congratulations to the team! 

 
Dr. John PhilliIps (graduated ID fellow): 

 
Patient Portal Engagement and HIV Outcomes: A Retrospective 
Cohort Analysis of MyChart Use in a Southern Uman Clinic 

 

 
Dr. Paula Seal: 

Healthy Balance Weight Management Initiative in HIV Care 

Rapid Reentry into HIV Care to Improve Retention in Care 
at a HIV Clinic in New Orleans. LA 

 
 

 
Dr. Lauren Richey: 

Creation of a Low-Barrier Open Access HIV Care Clinic to 
Address the HIV Care Continuum in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Prevention through Preparation can Mitigate Challenges to 
continued HIV Care during and after a Natural Disaster 

 
Dr. Tat Yau: 

 

Accessing Doxycycline Postexposure Prophylaxis Utilization at a Ryan 
White Clinic in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Enhancing Syphilis Screening: A Clinical Quality Improvement Initiative 
at a Ryan White Clinic in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Slatin Therapy in People with HIV: Implications of Recent 
Guideline Changes at a Ryan White Clinic in New Orleans, 
Louisiana 

 
Evaluating Equity in Accessing Long-Acting Injectable Antiretroviral  
Therapy at a Ryan White Clinic in New Orleans, Louisiana 
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LSU Section of Infectious Diseases 

IDWeek 2025 Atlanta, Georgia October 19—22, 2025 
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Maren Bell-

Do presented 

an interesting 

case of weld-

er’s anthrax 

to a panel of 

experts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The case was 

published in 

MMWR— 

congratula-

tions Maren!!! 

LSU Section of Infectious Diseases 

IDWeek 2025 Atlanta, Georgia October 19—22, 2025 
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Above: Maffei caught up with former LSU Infectious 
Diseases Fellow Mona Gahunia, class of 2009. 

Tat Yau participated in iDMentorship365 program during 
IDWeek and was featured in an email promoting sponsor-
ship of that program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left: From Left—Maffei, Bell-Do, Hayden and Yau at 
IDWeek Sign. 
Above: From Left—Hayden, Burke caught up with 
former LSU Internal Medicine Resident, Andrea Ito. 

LSU Section of Infectious Diseases 

IDWeek 2025 Atlanta, Georgia October 19—22, 2025 
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Shu-Hua Wang (2004), 

Figueroa, and Maffei at 

Olympic Park in Atlanta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawd Siraj—former Tulane ID Fellow 

and Shu-Hua Wang (2004) at IDWeek. 

LSU Section of Infectious Diseases 

IDWeek 2025 Atlanta, Georgia October 19—22, 2025 
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Left: Victoria Burke receiving the 
Aesculapian Society’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award from Jenny Bond 
(L2) at the annual society banquet. 
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Inside New Orleans 

Leading Doctors 2026 

Dr Hope Oddo-Moise 
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Above: Victoria Burke attending the ACP Council of Early Career 
Physicians (CECP) annual meeting in Philadelphia in August 2025. 
Below: Burke attending the ACP Meeting in San Francisco with other 
members of the CECP. 

Right Top: 
ACP Leader-
ship Day— 
Victoria Burke, 
David Borne, 
and Angela 
McLean on the 
steps of the 
Capitol with the 
rest of the Loui-
siana delegation 
that met with 
congressional 
representatives 
to advocate for 
our patients at 
the ACP’s An-
nual Leadership 
Day in Wash-
ington DC. 

Right Bottom: 
Victoria Burke 
along with Da-
vid Borne and 
the rest of the 
Louisiana dele-
gation met with 
Senator Cassidy 
to advocate for 
our patients. 

American College of Physicians 

(ACP) Activities 
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LA ACP Meeting: Rachael 

Kramas (an ID-interested LSU 

SOM graduate and new inter-

nal medicine intern) won 

3rd place in the student poster 

competition presenting an in-

teresting case of Vibrio vulnifi-

cus necrotizing fasciitis and 

bacteremia seen with Dr. 

Burke at the ACP Louisiana 

Chapter Annual Meeting in 

New Orleans. 

American College of Physicians 

(ACP) Activities 
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Welcome New ID 

Fellows July 

2026 !!! 

First day of clinic— 

Dr Seal oriented them to the ID 

clinic. From Left: Asad Ullah, 

Paula Seal and Brian Mackel 
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In and Around New Orleans 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maren Bell-Do and family at various parades. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSU Internal Medicine Research Day was 

held on April 24, 2026. Dr Mike Hagensee organized the 

event and was a reviewer. Other reviewers from the ID Sec-

tion included Dr Hope Oddo-Moise, and Dr Tat Yau. 
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LSU ID Fellows Social—ID fellows enjoying lunch and libations at 

Katie’s restaurant after taking their annual in-service examination courtesy of Dr. Burke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Puppy—First year fellow 

Brian Coe introducing his new puppy Ellie 

to his colleague Blane Edwards 
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Drs. Paula Seal and 

Meredith Clement—2 

years in a row!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

De’Angellica Vaughn Allen presented an in-

teresting fatal case of cerebral malaria at the Southern Society for Clin-

ical Investigation’s annual Southern Regional Meeting in New Orleans. 
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Tat Yau 
participating 

in the annual 

Tiger Run 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shu-Hua Wang (2004) and husband Scott 
have run marathons all around the world. Congratulations!!! 
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In and Around New Orleans 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jazz Fest 2026—Top left—Maren Bell-Do and family; Top Right Maffei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sail 250 

New Orleans—Took 

place 5/27/26—6/1/26, serv-

ing as the first stop in the na-

tionwide maritime celebration 

of America’s 250th anniversary. 
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LSU ID Alumni in South Florida 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left: 

Joseph H. 

Etienne 

('09), 

Marco A. 

Ruiz ('06), 

 

Bottom 

Left: Nisha 

P. Aravin-

dakshan-

Patel ('16), 

and Ter-

rance Park 

('23). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlas Infectious Diseases brings top-tier expertise to South Florida, featuring 

four distinguished graduates of the LSU Infectious Diseases fellowship program: 

Joseph H. Etienne ('09), Marco A. Ruiz ('06), Nisha P. Aravindakshan-Patel ('16), 

and Terrance Park ('23). Alongside five fellow physicians, this specialized group 

delivers comprehensive patient care across six local hospitals and a rehabilita-

tion facility in Palm Beach County. Committed to advancing medical education, 

the team also serves as clinical faculty for the University of Miami Miller School 

of Medicine-JFK Medical Center Palm Beach Regional Internal Medicine Resi-

dency Program. 
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LSU ID 

INFLUENCERS! 

The LSU ID New Orleans Instagram ac-

count is continuing to flourish as the fel-

lows share their experiences and love for 

all things ID. Please feel free to email 

Blane Edwards (bedwa9@lsuhsc.edu) with 

any photos of interesting cases, presenta-

tions/conferences, social events, etc. 

 

 

 
In the spirit of giving... 
For the grateful graduate of our program interested in supporting future LSU ID Fellows: did you know that you can 
earmark donations within the institution to our Infectious Diseases Fellowship Program? All donations generously 
given to the LSU Health Foundation can be preferentially directed to the LSU ID Fellowship Program account to 
support our trainees. We utilize these funds to help defray costs for our ID Fellows to attend professional conferences 
to present their work by covering conference registration fees, travel, and lodging expenses. Foundation funds helped 
send both of our ID fellows to IDWeek in Washington DC in 2019 for this purpose to present their clinical research. 
All donations are tax-deductible through this non-profit entity and can even be used to acquire TAF points for the 
avid LSU sports fan. 
For more information, please visit the Foundation website https://www.lsuhealthfoundation.org . 

 
Send us your thoughts on the practice of Infectious Diseases, the changing face of the HIV 

Epidemic, or anything else you want to share. Let us know how you, your family and 

your practice are doing. Next issue of Going Viral is the Fall/Winter issue—please send 

items by November 15, 2026 to be included. 

 

LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans, Louisiana 

Department of Medicine Section of Infectious Diseases https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/DOM/Sections/Infectious-Disease/default.aspx 
Going Viral LSU ID NOLA Newsletter Contact us: jmaffe@lsuhsc.edu 
Follow us on Instagram @lsuno_idfellowship 

Looking for previous issues of the ID 

newsletter? Find them here on the LSU 

ID Website: 

https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/ 

DOM/Sections/Infectious-Disease/ 

newsletter.aspx 

mailto:(bedwa9@lsuhsc.edu
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lsuhealthfoundation.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJMaffe%40lsuhsc.edu%7C7a30cbd0ced94750951308d85fcda6d2%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C637364684152773545&sdata=Ew8%2F57dsVzgQn%2FLhvP
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/DOM/Sections/Infectious-Disease/default.aspx
mailto:jmaffe@lsuhsc.edu
https://www.medschool.lsuhsc.edu/
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